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A new municipal building and exchange facility complex was built in the town of Furubira in Hokkaido, in northern Japan. The old municipal building had been
used for around 100 years and had to be rebuilt due to its vulnerability to earthquakes and other disasters.Furubira is the first town in Hokkaido to declare
itself a "Zero Carbon City" (a municipality that aims to achieve virtually zero net carbon dioxide emissions by 2050), a pioneering effort to protect the global
environment. This region is cold and is covered with snow for nearly half the year. In this harsh environment, our aim was the achievement of significant
energy savings and environmentally friendly architecture to create a sustainable town that will carry on for the next 100 years.
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