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This is a renovation project for a 30-year-old international school on Rokko Island in Kobe, Japan, where students from more than 40
countries study.

The semi-outdoor glass atrium, which is a mere pathway space and environmentally exposed to direct sunlight, was refurbished into
a new learning space with Wood Awning, a sunshade made of laminated cedar wood lattice panels, to realize a high quality learning
space. The panels were arranged in consideration of the thermal environment of the room and the location of the students, and an
environmental simulation was conducted to derive the optimal solution from more than 10,000 patterns. Sound-absorbing material
was incorporated above the panels to reduce reflected sound by 50%, and at the same time, functions were realized to enable
classes and mini-concerts to be held in the atrium. In addition to creating a cozy space that feels like being under the sunlight

filtering through the trees, it also creates a new center for learning.
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