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The phrase “art and science” can be heard everywhere in the research center - where under the policy of “art
and science” , mostly natural-based ingredients of cosmetics, such as minerals, are eventually made into
products which redefine the beauty of lifestyle itself. To support and promote these creative processes, there
stands Shiseido’ s new R&D hub, the Shiseido Global Innovation Center (GIC), in the Minato Mirai 21 area in

Yokohama, Japan.

We designed the GIC to achieve the comprehensive communication and influence between diverse people
including researchers and their customers, and the environment: beautiful landscape and townscape of the
historical urban site of Yokohama, and to inspire researchers’ creativity and imagination to accelerate

innovation.

The lab areas on the fourth through fourteenth floors are breezy open spaces, while open ceiling spaces

located alternately in the northern and eastern parts connect all floors three-dimensionally.

We hope researchers enjoy this urban open lab and the outside landscape and streetscape freely. For this
and MEP engineeri

purpose, we combined knowledge of architectural design, structural

to
create an open research environment where superior research facilities and equipment are installed to meet

the demand to support various research projects.

Through our design concept “transparency” , we aimed to accomplish high fluidity in people, organization,
environment and landscape. The space configuration where the outdoor and indoor areas create the

integrated feeling of openness, and the facade d of high

glass,

this concept.

This “transparent” architecture serves as a “SHISEIDO CRYSTAL” - a device which at the same time reflects
the surroundings representing the air of the present moment and transmits activities of the company taking
placein the GIC.
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